Proposal for a PDX Peace Action or Campaign 

Name of Action/Campaign:  Healthcare Not Warfare

Date(s) of the Action/Campaign:   Ongoing

Point Person:  Chris Lowe

Strategy:

How will this action contribute to the coalition’s stated goal of ending the occupations of Iraq and Afghanistan specifically and war and militarism in general?

Participation in a national campaign organized by Progressive Democrats of America to advance goals of single payer health care reform (“Medicare for All”, HR 676, S 703) and ending occupations of Iraq & Afghanistan & reducing military spending.  Campaign pursues “inside/outside” strategy.  Inside = engages with progressive forces in Congress to oppose occupations and to promote single payer, expand support for those positions.  Outside = conduct public actions & education to conceptually link costs of militarism, aggression & occupation to loss of alternative use of resources for social equity & justice in the U.S.  Seeks mutual support, information-sharing and situations of common action between anti-war/peace activists and healthcare as a right activists.  Draws on national resources & materials developed linking issues.  [n.b. PDA is part of UFPJ]

Activities/Steps:

For an Action:

What are the Activities that the Action will entail?

Cross-promotion of actions between PDX Peace & local single payer coalition.  Peace activists take Healthcare not Warfare presence to s. p. actions, s. p. activists mobilize in support of peace actions.  (Cf. JwJ Healthcare participation in April 4 “teach-in.”  

Creation of joint issue educational events.  Development of capacity to bring joint issue presentations to community contexts e.g. related to evolving Portland Social Forum process emergent out of Jan 2009 Economic Crisis Town Hall.  

For a Campaign:

What are the necessary steps of the Campaign, and the Timeline?

[Extra-PDX Peace – PDA to build up partner relationships 

a)  Revitalization /activation of dormant PDA networks – bring some of this into PDX Peace

b)  Work with other elements of local single payer coalition to commit to joint work where appropriate]  Timeline – summer early fall 2009

Identify key action dates, from “either side” of healthcare-warfare relationship e.g. July 30 single payer mobilization around 44th anniversary of Medicare

Comparable mobilizations for anti-war.  Cross-publicity to start.  

Timeline – ongoing

Form joint working group to develop event/action specifically focused on combined healthcare/warfare relationship – common forces obstructing progress to health aspect of social equity, peace.  Timeline, early Fall.  

Joint working group to propose event/action & timeline.  (Could include mandate to for joint fundraising dimension.)  

Resources Needed:

Supplies, Materials, Volunteers, Venue, Equipment, etc.:

Primarily volunteers for joint working group, & communication & turnout to start.

PDA has developed materials that could be purchased, or purchased by PDA activists for joint actions, however PDX Peace might wish to develop own parallel materials which would entail labor for composition & design & $/raw materials for production.  

Joint working group event/action  proposal would presumably involve all of the above, not possible to specify now.  

Message:

What will the action or campaign communicate? What will it mean to others?

That war abroad undermines social needs and equity at home.  That we need to redirect national priorities.  That common forces obstruct progress toward  peace and toward social equity & those forces can be identified, opposed & undermined or overcome.  

Target:

Which ‘pillar’ holding up the wars is this tactic aimed at knocking down? What message will the tactic send to those who have the power to meet our demands?

[I have never found the pillar motif very compelling, nor do I think we have any common understanding of what the pillars are.  Therefore I find this hard to answer in these terms.]  

Target:  Sacralization of warfare, misdefinition of “security” and “national security.”  Redirection of identification of security to meeting human needs.  

Target:  Separation of people struggling to get basic needs met from struggles against war, militarism & for peace.  Identification of war & militarism as obstacles to meeting basic needs, partly materially, partly in terms of political priorities, energies, focus of activity and political will.  

Target:  Breaking insulation by money & mass media of national politics from popular priorities.

Message:  You are not pursuing the people’s priorities.  We want you to redirect your energies and spending of the people’s resources.  We see the corruption and restriction of political debate by big-money interests in insurance-pharma-medical complex and military-industrial complex.  We reject that corruption and restriction of debate and will act to make it full and honest in order to change national priorities.  

Audience:

Who do we want to reach with this tactic? What response do we want our action to inspire in them?

1)  First stage, ourselves, extant local single payer coalition, latent PDA identified constituency previously identified but not mobilized for approximately a year.  

2)  Second stage, engage with Portland Social Forum process.

3)  Third stage, work in context of Portland Social Forum process to reach into neighborhoods & working class & community of color grassroots in deeper ways that seek to connect movement / politicized understandings with those emergent from grassroots experience, leading to reciprocal influence & change in both directions.  

Budget Request: 

Can be an estimate, but should be itemized into categories: Permits, Equipment, Publicity, etc. If you need help estimating these categories, call Katie at 503.334.6492 for advice.

None at this stage.  Emergent out of joint working group.  

